AT   THE   SPANISH   COURT
of the Spaniards enjoying the 'goodly sight* of his two boys dining in their splendid clothes and jewels, and no doubt longing for the time when they could be together again.
But the Spaniards had not, apparently, appreciated the 'goodly sight5, and it is on this occasion that we hear for the first time that Buckingham's behaviour caused offence. It may be that what seemed to him the certainty of success, and the knowledge of his splendid appearance in his rich jewels and fine clothes, had combined to produce in him that excitement and rash self-confidence which were so often to prove his undoing. His gestures were disliked by the assembled company, as savouring top much of the French, whilst his familiarity with the Prince left his listeners aghast. They were horrified to hear him calling Prince Charles by undignified and stupid nicknames. Such conduct was altogether beyond the understanding of the staid and conventional Spanish grandees, who could not comprehend the intimacy of the friendship which existed between Charles and Buckingham. Their disgust with the latter had already commenced with his unfavourable reaction to their attempts at his conversion, and the incident which now followed must have put him quite beyond the pale.
The evening of St. George's day had been set aside for a final desperate effort to convert Charles, and he and Buckingham were taken aside into a small room, where four friars were waiting to speak with them. The discussion turned upon the Pope's claim to be considered as the Vicar of Christ upon Earth and the Head of the Church. To prove his point, Father Zacharias quoted the passage in the Gospel where Christ said to Peter, cSimon, Simon, Satan hath desired to have you that he may sift you as wheat, but I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not: and thou, when thou art converted, strengthen thy
G                                     97